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Introduction

Since Hebrew is written in the Hebrew alphabet, to
read Hebrew you need to associate the sounds with a
different system of symbols than the Latin alphabet. A
complete listing of the Hebrew alphabet can be found
starting on page 4. This is for your information only:
you will not need the list to be able to read Hebrew
since all of the instruction is on the audio.

In Hebrew you read from right to left, the opposite
of English. The first few pages in this booklet are in
English and should be read from left to right; however,
the pages teaching Hebrew, starting with page 4,
should be read from right to left.

In Modern Hebrew, the major vowel sounds are:
ah, eh, ee, o, and oo. Some vowels are represented
by more than one sign. The reason for this is that in
ancient times there were more vowel sounds than
there are today and the various forms of transcription
have been maintained even when there is no sound
difference. And there is also a punctuation vowel,
called schva, which is sometimes silent.

There are twenty-two consonants in the Hebrew
alphabet, written with thirty-one letters. As in the
case of vowels, there are some letters which in
Modern Hebrew sound alike, but which originally
were different sounds. This is especially true in the
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case of some guttural sounds which are no longer
pronounced gutturally in Modern Hebrew.

There are two letters which are silent and serve
as vowel carriers. There are two letters which have a
different sound when a dot is added. There are five
letters which have two forms: one form when written
at the beginning or middle of the word, and another
form when written at the end of the word. Having
different letters for the same sound may cause diffi-
culties in spelling, but not in reading.

Modern Hebrew script does not normally include
vowels and consonant dots. These are only included
for beginning readers, in poetry, and in the OId
Testament, and are otherwise used only when it
is necessary to avoid ambiguities of meaning. As
of the second grade in elementary school, Israelis
are able to read without vowels, by guessing the
correct pronunciation. In this booklet, the vowels
and consonant dots are included in the first eighteen
lessons.  We have not included the "dots," called
dagesh chazak, in cases where these dots do not
change the pronunciation.

There are twenty Reading Lessons. The first fifteen
Reading Lessons are a review from Level 1. They'll
give you a solid introduction to reading Modern
Hebrew. The final five lessons include letters between

2
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a husband and wife and two work colleagues. In
Lessons Nineteen and Twenty you will be introduced
to reading Modern Hebrew without vowel markers
and consonant dots. To help ease this transition,
we've included the same lesson on the following
page with the vowel markers and consonant dots. It
is important, however, to refer to these pages only
after making every attempt at reading these words,
as you will see them printed in Israel without the
markers and dots.

These lessons are printed in the Hebrew "square
type." You will note that there are no capital letters in
Hebrew and western style punctuation is used.

The recorded portion of the reading materials for
Hebrew 2 will be found at the end of the program.
You can do the Readings when it is most convenient
for you, either with the lessons, or entirely after
completing the full 30 lessons. Full instructions on
how to proceed are in the recording.
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Hebrew Alphabet

Sound Name of Letter EIOCk
etter
silent alef N
B bet
\ vet ]
G (as in "girl") gimel A
D dalet 9
H (but silent at end
of word) hey i
\4 vav )|
Z zain T
HCH (similar to the "
noise made in clear-
! chet
ing
your throat)
T tet @]
v yud (spoken)
yod (written)
K kaf 9
HCH (same as chet) chaf 9
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Sound Name of Letter E(i:tcekr

chaf sofit
HCH (final chaf) -I
L lamed ‘7
M mem A

mem sofit
M (final mem) a
N nun h|

nun sofit
N (final nun) .‘
S samech 0
silent ayin v
P pey B
F fey ()

fey sofit
F (final fey) L']
TS (asin "hats") tsadee X

tsadee sofit

TS (final tsadee) ?
K (same as #12) kuf (spoken) |7

kof (written)

5
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Sound Name of Letter EeI::el(r'
R reysh T
SH shin 174
S (same as samech) sin W
T (same as tet) tav N
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Vowel Chart
Major Vowel Hebrew
Equivalent Sounds Vowels with
English Sound Combined N
with 2
a (asin father) ol XN X N
e (as in met) ol "W N N
ee
(betweefn )f@t and o) W N
it . .

o (asin oh) 19 N IN XN
oo (as in boot) 12 N N
© (asin "eh?

sometimes silent) :
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Lesson One

273 .11
232 .12
27 13
22 .14
TT 15
22T .16
22 17
277 a8
773 .19

"TIDT 20

.10
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Lesson Two
Wl . L
747 RE: 2 2
WY 13 7 3
2 a4 3
g} 7ARE T2 s
WaT 16 T3 6
W7 7 AAPD
VAT .18 T8
W 19 T3 9
W22 20 T .10

10
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Lesson Three

7N .11 na

TN 12 D;IW 2
Wwa .13 T 3
Wf;f 14 W4
NaY .15 TS
gﬁ-p;j 16 T 6
N7 17 v n g
T2 18 NIV s
mé;"a 19 MT o
WITY 20 2 10

)
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Lesson Four

‘7!@7?; 11 ’m’?z? 1
™R 12 ’DW?"? 2
ajfalgBIRE: Al
D‘I‘?I;f 14 ]73 4
Q% .15 ‘7"17@7 5
TR0 16 ’Z}I? 6
WY oY a7 "Iﬂz? 7
Y s nova s
DY 1o M7 9
M1 N 20 N°2Y 10

12
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Lesson Five

7ABNT! AT 4
‘7!27 12 nnl o o
WDW 13 D’;Iéf 3
Y 14 W7 4
12 .15 mnl s
D’?ﬂ 16 M 6
ﬂ'_[?ﬁ?b 17 ™ 7
DUa s QI s
nne 1o D°1IN .
™Mo 20 T 10

13
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Lesson Six
92 1 b
°712 .12 oo 2
D'?W 13 1920 3
0IN0 .14 17730 4
0°070 .15 Al
7172 .16 6
W;W 17 0°032 7
VAW .18 Ny
n77in .10 anio 9
"?ﬂ‘? 20 5%0 10

14
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Lesson Seven

bWbW 11 ne
7.?3‘:7'? 12 ‘709 P
"7W?J 13 0°180 3
TV e PR
mIon s 00 s
m’; 16 7’727 6
JRRn 17 "2 7
73712 .18 [EME
M7 19 alpli7ir B
D’Db'@m 20 ‘79‘79 .10
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Lesson Eight

IR 11 ak ok in NS
NIX .12 037R 2
RIERE W s
129X 1 nan .
AN s 0227 s
D’WJN 16 D’W.T'IW'?Q 6
OIN .17 R g
NOX 18 70 s
TR 19 WD
N‘?‘J 20 5& 10

16
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Lesson Nine

ahkby

Y
abh

Roan

11 b3
12 'ﬁ'f}
13 5;:7;
14 2l
15 T2
16 ]77733
17 7731
18 ‘7"7}
19 0> nw
20 rdor

.10
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Lesson Ten

AT 11 a7
191 12 )
o a3 [[AL
nin 14 T 4
VY s NRY s
7D 16 o 6
AN 17 mJﬁT?; 7
nnn? s ™A s
WM 19 A2IRT
nn 20 13273 .10

18
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Lesson Eleven

2
il
ﬁg)Q

0°7990
X
akb!
7137
AVDY?
2050

mhjo)

11

A2

13

.14

A5

.16

17

.18

.19

.20

19

2370
n°rav
2im
ov
ol
alleb
e
XYY

n2°v]

9

DT°-N?2°V1 .10
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Lesson Twelve

PIX 11 5|? 1
718% .12 nold -
Y 13 723
IR 14 VTR 4
AX s XD2D 5
AIX .16 IRA? 6
NAX .17 P 7
V3P .18 WWQ 8
TXP .19 MBI 9
ﬂj:EQ 20 N9 .10

20
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Lesson Thirteen

122 .11 W
12 12 W‘.:JIJ 2
79209 13 WMWY 3

037 14 RIWO-PIN 4

17 .15 e s
D’J‘ID?:J 16 '1!? 6
7203 a7 o
Nl s worn s
13227 .19 741y I
TQN??D 20 PP 10

21
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Lesson Fourteen

123
n2Iv—-n1Y
‘7;_;9

23X

11 .'I‘?STJ 1
12 ﬂ‘?ﬁ] 2
13 QXy 3
14 YDy 4
15 [ 3
16 Wl 6
17 217V 7
18 WPVa 8
19 Qv .9
20 Q°73Y .10

22
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Lesson Fifteen

WY o Awm
Q20 a2 D’T@/ 2
ERE 2070 s

P 14 X1 4

QY s Nt@??_ﬂ 5
TNV .16 ﬂ'ﬂZ/'ﬂZ/ 6
'ﬁméf 17 DR
ﬁm;z’ 18 nisn s
YY1 aely/a I
Wi 20 m'ﬁD? .10
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Lesson Sixteen

AR

P 129
ORPPIOR R
D17 INWR ow
o TR X7
e P 1712 7O
177792 0y
Wah iRy

o797 W

- TIPYIN2 721V 17

24

.10
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2X72 o)
DRI R IWIY
. YT R
N2y NP

.. 2N X1

. N7 INWRY
N33 0°2N7
.. 07772 P2R

. AN R

D¥22383 D20M

25

1

A2

13

.14

A5

.16

17

18

.19

20
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Lesson Seventeen

17 INYR? 2n0n 209217
Nabln lahivd7/200:

DRIM ANID IR 3

A ON2 TN W
AATATY RN s
PP PI0IR

2373 m27n s
WMWY s

D NIY? I .

13 IR 10

26
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2173 71912

DIT RS X7

.. X2 02 22K

TR R

22X IR Tp22
%m0 2Y 7vona
.. 210 2087

22 1277 ¥
71’22 7702 737

37,779

27

1

A2

13

.14

A5

.16

17

18

.19

20
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Lesson Eighteen

.1?2¥2% nanis N9
17 0i%W

.. 230 77

o IR XP?

7Y 2n9n7]

.. 220 290
788 7702

.. 117X 03

1792 %27

e 272X 7N IR
28

.10
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.. 0 DRYIN
1Py

o T IR
o 7 W

.. 230 71197
27V 20X 03
e T W
7792y 7277
ShibEiil

07271 P17

C T T

29

1

A2

13

.14

A5

.16

17

18

.19

20
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Lesson Nineteen

031990 W a0 a4
7798 ,197 2
alalalalnink AT
WAVITN 4

2900w T s

77%va oW Y 6
702 %IR IR
VT IR s

W OO OORPIAR AN

DRAWH X2 1o

30
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19 17 MW

297 112 73 R
HRIWOH R RI7
SR P25 R X
7R3 R17°NN

X277 ¥Iawa

SIW Ol

oo T1999X VIR LIIOR
JWaY N29Y

JIRONAD 290 TR

31

1

A2

13

.14

A5

.16

17

18

.19

20
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Lesson Nineteen
with Vowel Markers and Consonant Dots

DP19%0 A I
M0 2

TR0 NIRTR

W1 4

L 1kl 7 AR

77792 0I%W Y 6
702 7R IR
MYT N s
LOPUORPTIR T2
2RMWYT K2 10

1The spelling of the first word differs when spelled without
vowel markers. Without vowel markers the "ee" is represent-
ed by the yud; with vowel markers it is represented by the
single dot under the first letter, hey.

32
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773 17 Y

P37 1732 73 X3
IRI°7 X2 XN
SNIR P27 X2 XIT
7X2 X7 N0

X237 ¥12Y3

1% 032

cee 1277X VIR 9’-‘?N
WY N277
IR 017w 1Y

33

11

A2

13

.14

A5

.16

17

18

.19

.20
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Lesson Twenty

SARY 7 12 W
7 HW Dan "ar

. T2W 09T
irleih Belninlyial

. T AR N
..QW 72w

J7 Y T2

.. 71297 > v
Q0 amay

.. JAT 3 7Ry

34

.10
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.. 7% DIORY NoHY
0% NN

.. WD T anh W
.. DOTIXIT 0NN
S VLY avwa
DARY NI 97

.. P1ORY 71 X127
“.7m°2 29V DMAX
MR AR

“11p YA

35

1

A2

13

.14

A5

.16

17

18

.19

20
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Lesson Twenty
with Vowel Markers and Consonant Dots

CARVTT TR AW 4
1770 M0
B =7 y ol i S
PYoINm
LTaR AN s

O T2 6
7oy TR g
L T2WaN? Y s
P ATy .

. AT D7 TRY .10
36
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. T2 TORY NIYY
2.0777% NOR

.. T30 TV a7 v
oo DT IR
XM WIPY 7YYl
22R? MR 77

.. 9987 771 Ri2”

“IM2 27y NI
IR 22N

“I2iv 17y A
37

11

A2

13

.14

A5

.16

17

18

.19

.20
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1The spelling of the second word differs when spelled
without vowel markers. Without vowel markers the
"o" is represented by the vav; with vowel markers it
is represented by the dot after the third letter, chaf.

The vowel marker under the alef in the second word
consists of two vowel markers, a schva (two dots)
and an "e" (three dots). The schva is silent and only
the "e" is pronounced.

2 The first vowel marker in the last word is pro-
nounced as an "o" and not as an "a."

3 The second vowel marker in the last word is pro-
nounced as an "o" and not as an "a."

4 The spelling of the third word differs when spelled
without vowel markers. Without vowel markers the
"o" is represented by the vav; with vowel markers it
is represented by the dot after the third letter, chaf.

The vowel marker under the alef in the last word
consists of two vowel markers a schva (two dots)
and an "e" (three dots). The schva is silent and only
the "e" is pronounced.

37
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