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Introduction

The Japanese language has three distinctive
writing systems: kanji, hiragana, and katakana.

Kanji

In early Japan, Japanese was a spoken language
only and there was no writing system. China,
however, had already developed a sophisticated
writing system based on symbols called hanzi.
As early as the first century, Japanese people had
some exposure to these Chinese symbols on coins,
official seals, and other decorative items imported
from China. Like many other Asian countries,
Japan adopted the Chinese writing system and
by the 5th century, Chinese characters began to
be used earnestly in Japan. The Japanese called
this writing system kanji, which literally means
"Chinese characters."

This new writing system created a new literacy
for the Japanese. When the Japanese adopted the
Chinese writing system, they used the characters to
represent both meaning as well as sound. As aresult,
in Japan there are two ways to "read" or pronounce
a single Chinese character:

* on yomi, based on the original Chinese
pronunciation,

* kun yomi, native Japanese pronunciation.
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Many kanji have multiple pronunciations in both
on yomi and kun yomi.

How many kanji are there? That depends on
various sources. One of the most comprehensive
dictionaries contains approximately 85,000
characters, but only an estimated 7,000 are said to
be in daily use. Today in Japan, a kanji dictionary
contains approximately 50,000 characters of which
2,100 to 2,200 characters are commonly used.

Hiragana

Some Japanese sounds and meanings were
difficult to represent using kanji. To fill this gap,
kana symbols were invented, based on the sound
and the shape of the kanji. One such phonetic
system is hiragana, which was invented between
the eighth and the tenth centuries. Unlike kanji,
hiragana represent a sound and not meaning.
Hiragana is derived from a cursive form of kanji and
the letters are curvilinear in style. They are used to
express Japanese grammatical elements such as
particles and the endings of adjectives and verbs.

There are forty-six basic hiragana syllables. There
are also twenty-five additional modified syllables,
thirty-six modified /contracted syllables, and one
that is used to transcribe double consonants.
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Katakana

Katakana came into existence at about
the same time as hiragana. The shapes of the
katakana letters were also formed based on the
kanji, but katakana have straighter lines, while
hiragana are curvier.

Today katakana is used mainly to write loan
words which the original Japanese language did
not have. An example is the word for "coffee," since
coffee didn't exist in Japan until it was imported
from abroad. Katakana is also used for representing
onomatopeia, the names of plants and animals (with
some exceptions), and for placing emphasis on
certain words.

There are the same number of syllables in both
katakana and hiragana.
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Reading Kana

Hiragana and katakana are phonetically
consistent, and reading them is relatively straight-
forward once the letters and their sounds are learned.

When writing Japanese today, the three writing
systems are combined — kanji, hiragana, and
katakana can all appear within a single sentence.
Here's an example:

FTI8—F ITATEFET,
() go to adepartment store. (depaato niikimasu.)
To8—F

department store (katakana)

Iz

post-positional word to show direction (hiragana)
T
the root of the verb "go" (kanji)
EEXE

ending of the verb "go" (hiragana)
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In Level 1, you were introduced to reading
hiragana. In this course, you will learn how to read
katakana. For practice, all the words and sentences
in the Reading Lessons are written in katakana.
Spaces have been added in the longer phrases for
ease in reading.

Katakana Chart

a 7 i A U Ly} e I | o 7
ka Va) ki Xx ku 7 ke 7| ko a
ga A |gi ¥ |gu 7 |ge 4 |go o
sa Y% |shi ¥ su 2 | se ¥ | so )
za ¥ | ji Y |z A lze ¥ |z0
ta 4 |chi JF | tsu Y | te T | to F
da % | i F | v v lde F |do F
na J | ni = nu X |ne % |no /
ha hi | fu 7 | he +~ | ho &
ba N | bi ¥ |bu 7 be X |bo &
pa % |pi ¥ [ pu 7 |pe X | po XK
ma ¥ | mi N mu L [me X |mo T
ya G yu o yo = |
ra 2 ri ) ru L re 1% ro ]
wa Y7 \wo 7 |n/m VvV
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Katakana Combinations - youon

wi/ui Y |wi/ui A

kya ¥ kyu Fao kyo a3
gya ¥ gyu ¥a gyo ¥=a
sha ¥ shu =2 sho 3

ja T ju Tz jo Ya
cha F¥ chu Fa cho F2
nya —¥ nyu —x nyo —32
hya t¥v hyu E= hyo ta
bya Yt byu Yt byo E=
pya E¥ pyu tox pyo Ea
mya < myu I myo 33
rya YU ryu Yo ryo Ya

fa 77 | fi 74 |fu/hu T7v | fe Tz | fo 7%
va U7 | vi U4 | w 7 lve x| vo %
tue/ Lw L

twe

— D% . » °
elongation sokuon separation | dakuten handakuten
mark little tsu dot two dashes | small circle
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Lesson One
1. A
2. 3
3. AIA
4, =
5. =
6. ¥
7. A¥—
8. IA/FA
9. T
10. 7=A
n. 7
12. 7=
13. 7
14, 77A
15. 7
16. A4
17. 7A4A
18. ¥
19. SR —
20. IAY—-AIA
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Lesson Two

1. 7/%

2. T/ =

3. 7/ A

4, ¥/ 3

5. A

6. FA

7. b

8. F&

9. vV

10. &4V

M. =v7

12. 7v¥%—
13. Y

14, 7)—24h
15. TARZY—LA
16. ¥

17. <U7
18. &L/
19. =<4
20. Z7YATA
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Lesson Three
1. JUYRRAYY—
2. WUIRA
3. v
L, Y7 —
5. ¥—V
6. Y—UYRAF
7./
8. /7
9. X
10. X7VU—
1. v
12. TAAX—
13. x~
4., X7
15. ~
16. IV
17. Y
18. V—A&
19. VYvJA
20. 7V
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Lesson Four

1. Vv

2. V¥

3.

L, TAIJA
5. hvo—v
6. F

7. FXv
8. 7

9. Fri—
10.  F/X

1. %

12. HhF¥
13. ©|

14, ag'v
15. 2

16. X¥Ta
17. %

18. Av¥U%
19. FvFv
20. w—v

10
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Lesson Five
1. m/a
2. F/7T
3. 7
L, v
5. rv¥vx—
6. ¥
7. r=%
8. ¥
9. Hy—
10. Y AZ7Yv b
1. *®
12. ®vF
13. ¥/ %
14, ¥ —
15. X
16. +—X
17. F
18. Fvkh
19. X—F
20. %%

M
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Lesson Six
1. ®/F
2. FI=Ahv
3. %
L, %784
5. A VYAV
6.
7. a—t—
8 a—t—r—%
9. 7
10. 7VU—
M. 7Y—=—rvh
12.
13. »N—7
b, N=T=27V
15. N
16. 7N
17. &
18. F—A
19. FHrav
20. 7V—%L

12
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Lesson Seven

1. 2N\
2. kb=wI¥
3. v
L, EB—=v
5, B—¥—
6. £
7. E¥=
8. /¥ /¥
9.
10. JLE—
1. &
12. HRARV
13. &
14, ATFh
15. &K/ X/ K
16. €
17. E—7I)L
18. N—E=A
19. EVERY
20. YEav

13
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Lesson Eight

1. NEnrv
2. ¥J)a
3.
L, ~\VY—
5. X
6. XV
7. N\
8. %vkh
9. ~N/ X/ X
10. L
1. w7LL
12. LEV
13. =
14, 2%
15. 1—hET
16. 32
17. 3wk
18. IkIT
19. 7
20. =477

14
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Lesson Nine
1. 7/ 7
2. a/=x/3
3. 7
L, 77—
5.
6. HA
7. RYH A
8. ¥
9. AXVYR
10. 7
1. TR
12. ZFxT)FYa
13. 7
%, 7=
15.  7¥<XAb
16. 7/ 77
17. %
18. NV
19. 0%
20. 7Y%

15
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Lesson Ten
1. 7/7
2. ¥/ ¥
3. 7
L, Tv=—7
5. 7
6. N=rv
7. 7177
8.
9. VK
10. A4
1. W
12, NY—
13, ¥
4, =\
15. X
6. Av¥F—=
17. X/ %
18. v
19. A/ %
20. Fxv7/

16
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Lesson Eleven

1. FyoRA
2. Fyv7
3. X
4, avyI2A
5. VY
6. =V
7. X¥
8. ¥vv/
9. ¥
10. Fa—n
1. Fa
12. F¥a—=a2—
13. F=
14, Fa—F
15. ¥a
16. ¥a—
7. >¥
18. ¥ ¥—VY—Vv
19. v
20. Y¥v7

17
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Lesson Twelve

a2 /¥
/Py
o
a—7V—2A
o
RY—ya
>3

TanNv

va
varyyv
Fx

Fr 7V
Fa

Fa—A VI
Fa
Faal—Fh
=¥
—y—=¥y—
— X
—a—3—7

18
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Lesson Thirteen

1. Fx/Fa/Fa
2. V¥ /Va/¥Va
3. ==

L, Tx¥h=aiA
5. =% /=2 /=3
6. kv
7. bErxbySvy
8. Ew
9. E¥YIHV

10. E¥

1. E¥Fanzy
12. ta

13. ba—RALV

14, Ea

15. Ea—u—

16. Ea=a

17. avEa—%

18. Ea—YsFv

19. k=

20. kavygv

19
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Lesson Fourteen

1. Ex¥/kta/ka
2. k¥ /Ex/Ey
3. Ea=
L, Yarvvrv
5. E=
6. Ea—7
7. v
8. Ivrvv—
9. I
10. Sa—Yv7
1. 3=
12. Savh
13. U¥x
4. Y¥I7X
15. VY=
16. Javyr¥vy7
17. V=
18. VYa—k&
19. 3Iv¥/ 32/ 33
20, ¥ /¥Ya/¥Ya

20
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Lesson Fifteen

1. Y¥/V=a/Va
2. a—74

3. Iryvvav

L, T77vI7RA

5. 7A47TNVT74T
6. T7xVA

7. Tz y
8. 7#4—=vkh
9. NT7F—<VA
10. 7y kA=
M. JIrFhv

12. Uy r—"77—
13. N —IN—
4., T4verh
15. JxzIvF

16. Tx=XR

17.  JANA

18. UAJa—24
19. H—7

20. Y—7

21
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Lesson Sixteen

1. 77/ 74/7=x/ 74
2. UT/ U4/ T T/ TF
3. 74V IVE /947
L, Tx=0]Tx—7

5. U4V —

6. TAVE—

7. 7xVIIA )Tz —
8. NV¥—/TzvF—

9. EIRNIT/TI4IN)T
10. > xz—7h—

11. Yzvh

12. TEY—

13. TAEY—

14, 7HRTa—Y—

15. 7HRYa—H—

16. I¥z)l

17. JUARTAYV

18. LAF )L

19. V74—

20. TUYVV

22
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Lesson Seventeen

1. 747 A

2. ARTA—=TV

3. Fr—iLX

L, PxAVV

5. 7vkiL

6. wHFa—tyy

7. axFhvh

8. IvIivwt

9. Za—Yr—y—
10. AV7AV=7
M. 7AYyaa—kt—
12. H72Hh7F—/
13. AT 7Y I4—
1L, Ya—2RA
15. Y FAvF
16. IRV T LT A —7F—
17. ~°—7-FvxT AV
18. IIV—THvFIVV
19. T—FAL NIV xA
20. N—=V )T

23
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Lesson Eighteen

1. Ubayr-7—hry—
2. F—="r—797x7
3. PrIvE-Ta—T7
L, NFILV—=T 2 AT TF
5. XY—=7UF
6. ThIVHF—DA
7. AVTATF AP =X
8. A—IvF-wPvr
9. V=TIV FFPNY7—=X
10. YU TV E=A A=
1. bBa—I¥yr7 <V
12. FLNVIR
13. A—7VF-7—24
4., NYYY-T74x—F
15. 7=/ F> a7ty h—
16. L-3IX¥I77L
17. ¥4 vF-a—F
18. AF—+TUF—RA
19. F—3If%—%—
20. H—F-A7H-Vr

24
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Lesson Nineteen

AR —RAb—v

Y7L —X-7094
VAN NS Y
AV TRYT VA H—)b
EVTF U

P ERFILTIVY
JIAn—E A

NI TN
2oL

T a4y

A= F4b T4 vy Sy Ag—
T Z— R =7 —
PeI—L 74 F
FFe8—r

XA T 7y AR =R
T LY ar) v
IUNRAT 74—
VFr—Fryy

F) =T Xy )oY
ZYHPRZAZLT Tk

25
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Lesson Twenty
1. SNV BINATALT Y IN YN
2. R—p—"zv
3. E—Y7)ILh
4, E—VJAR-FTz)
5. F¥Aa7Axx—
6. Ftvh—%
7. TVY—¥
8. VI¥
9. YaJyxvkh
10. 7474H
1. > 2—~Lh
12. FVFET-AVA—ILA
13. KAV LYRYYIA
U, V=TIV FAVTAT VA
15. A—0UIVFTALF VIR
16. TV T FAXEV N IR
17. N=FvE—)
18. ZV¥vyhAh—F
19. ATV T
20. AL—9A4RA

26
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